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    FILE HILLS QU’APPELLE TRIBAL COUNCIL

             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 19, 2011
OKANESE FIRST NATION TO CELEBRATE ITS FIRST HOMECOMING 
[bookmark: _GoBack](Fort Qu’Appelle, SK) The Okanese First Nation, located approximately 130 km northeast of Regina off of Highway 10, is celebrating its first homecoming celebrations for both on and off reserve band membership. The homecoming celebrations kick off Wednesday, July 20 and wrap up on Sunday, July 24, 2011.
“The homecoming celebration is about reconnecting our families through cultural teachings, entertainment and recreation.   We have five days full of activities planned for our community members, “says Okanese First Nation Chief Marie-Ann Daywalker-Pelletier. 
The Okanese First Nation has over 6oo band members with almost 50 percent of its membership living off reserve and 50 percent of its membership being under the age of 18.
“This celebration is about recognizing and appreciating our families.  We want to bring our people home to visit and showcase what we have to offer, “says Daywalker-Pelletier.  “This is going to set the foundation for the younger generation to learn their culture, traditions while being surrounded with their kinship.”
A traditional tipi ceremony will be held for the nine families grouping on the reserve.  It’s a ceremony where the head for each family will receive a tipi in hopes of bringing the family groupings together to learn and celebrate their culture.  This special ceremony will begin at 9am on Friday, July 21 and will be open to the media.
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For more information please contact:
Cherish Francis, Director of Communications
File Hills Qu'Appelle Tribal Council
Direct: (306) 979-3469
Cellular: (306) 612.4422
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