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MEDIA RELEASE
Leading Thunderbird Lodge



   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 19, 2012


Youth Treatment Facility Celebrates 5th Year Anniversary

(Fort Qu’Appelle. SK) The Leading Thunderbird Lodge Youth Treatment Facility celebrates 5 years of successful operations.  The facility opened its doors on January 15, 2007 and has graduated over 100 First Nations and Inuit Youth from across Canada experiencing addictions with alcohol, drugs and solvents. The Leading Thunderbird Lodge offers a 12-week First Nations culturally based residential treatment program for 15 male youth between the ages of 12 and 17.  

“Today’s youth face many challenges in today’s society including addictions.  The Leading Thunderbird Lodge offers treatment to our youth based on First Nations culture and western based treatment practices,” says Leading Thunderbird Lodge Board Chair, Edmund Bellegarde.  “We believe, it’s essential to offer our youth a treatment facility where they can reconnect with their First Nations culture and tradition to help them on their healing journey.”

The Lodge recently achieved a four-year accreditation status through the Canadian Accreditation Council, which ensures organizations are offering the best practices and services to their clients. 

“Despite many challenges, the Leading Thunderbird Lodge has come along way in five years,” says Executive Director, Karen Main. “Our educational program is breaking ground by offering culturally based curriculum and secondary level credits to youth in the 12 week program.  In the spring, we will also be offering a community based outpatient treatment program for the local First Nations communities.”
 
In celebration, the Leading Thunderbird Lodge will host an open house at 555 Fort San Road on Friday, January 20, 2012 commencing at 2pm followed by a traditional pipe ceremony and feast at 4pm.  The day’s celebrations will end with a round dance at the Standing Buffalo School Gymnasium commencing at 7pm.

For more information contact:

Cherish Francis
Director of Communications
File Hills Qu’Appelle Tribal Council
(306) 280-4088
cfrancis@fhqtc.com
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